ChatGPT Atlas Privacy Analysis (as of Oct 21, 2025)

Summary

ChatGPT Atlas is OpenAl's newly launched Al-integrated web browser. It blends normal web browsing with
ChatGPT's conversational interface. While it introduces innovative features—like page summaries, memory,
and agent actions—it also raises novel privacy and security questions. The following analysis focuses on
data visibility, password extension compatibility, content control, and potential code injection risks, tailored
for a user in Pennsylvania (CCPA-like protections do not apply here).

Key Facts from OpenAlI's Official Sources

* Browser Memories: Optional feature that allows ChatGPT to remember details from visited pages.
Disabled by default.

+ Page Visibility Control: Users can toggle whether ChatGPT can "see" a specific webpage.

* Incognito Mode: Available and disables memory creation.

« Data Use: Browsing content is not used to train models by default.

* Deletion Controls: You can delete browsing data, autofill data, and browser memories across time
ranges.

« Importing Data: Atlas can import bookmarks, saved passwords, and history from your current
browser.

* Agent Mode: Lets ChatGPT act on web pages (for research, shopping, etc.) but cannot run code,
install extensions, or access saved passwords.

Concern-by-Concern Breakdown
1. Data Visibility (What ChatGPT Sees When You Browse)

+ Positives: You control visibility per-page; incognito browsing is available; memory is off by default.

« Risks: If memory is on, Atlas may store contextual details from pages you visit (excluding passwords/
payment info).

* Severity: Medium-High

« Recommendation: Keep Browser Memories off unless necessary.

2. Password Management & Bitwarden Compatibility

« Positives: Passwords and payment details are excluded from Browser Memories.

* Risks: Atlas's extension ecosystem is new—Bitwarden compatibility and security behavior are not
fully documented.

* Severity: Medium

« Recommendation: Test Bitwarden carefully; use Atlas only for low-risk accounts until verified.



3. OpenAI's Control Over What You Can See

* Positives: Atlas documentation does not suggest OpenAl blocks or filters sites.

* Risks: ChatGPT suggestions and integrated summaries could influence what information is
emphasized or hidden; transparency on filtering or parental controls is limited.

+ Severity: Medium

+ Recommendation: Treat Atlas as a potentially opinionated browser; cross-check information
through a neutral search engine if accuracy matters.

4. Security & Code Injection Risks

* Positives: Agent mode cannot execute arbitrary code, install extensions, or access the file system.

+ Risks: Integration of ChatGPT into the page DOM introduces new attack surfaces. The product is too
new for third-party audits.

* Severity: Medium

* Recommendation: Use Atlas for general browsing, not sensitive transactions, until more security
testing emerges.

5. Data Sharing & Model Training

* Positives: Browsing data is not used for model training unless you opt in.

* Risks: Future changes in terms could alter defaults; standard law enforcement data-sharing caveats
apply.

+ Severity: Low-Medium

* Recommendation: Periodically review OpenAl's privacy policy and opt-out settings.

Overall Recommendation

ChatGPT Atlas offers strong transparency controls and optional privacy features. However, given its novelty
and integration depth, it should not yet replace your main browser for sensitive tasks or password-
dependent workflows.

Recommended approach: - Use Atlas for non-sensitive browsing and experimentation. - Keep Browser
Memories off. - Use Incognito Mode for sensitive pages. - Maintain a separate browser for banking,
password management, and confidential work. - Revisit OpenAl's privacy policy regularly as the browser
evolves.

Verdict: Proceed with caution. Atlas is innovative but too new to trust as your primary, privacy-safe
browser.
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« Simon Willison, Introducing ChatGPT Atlas (2025)

Would you like me to add a brief “Privacy Mitigation Checklist” section (so you can use it as a personal guide
or shareable report)?
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