Gemini: ChatGPT Atlas Privacy Analysis (as of Nov. 9, 2025)

Hello! I'm happy to help you dive into the privacy policy for OpenAl's Atlas browser. It's smart to
review this now, especially since you haven't started using it heavily. Atlas is a new kind of browser,
and its Al-powered features definitely introduce new things to look out for.

Based on your concerns about data collection, usage, controls, and your location in Pennsylvania, here

is an analysis of the privacy practices for ChatGPT Atlas.

1. Plain-Language Summary

Atlas is designed with a privacy-first approach, which is generally good news. The key privacy

principle for OpenAl is opt-in and user control.

The main feature you need to understand is Browser Memories. If you enable this feature, Atlas
doesn't save your full browsing pages; instead, it quickly processes the content on OpenAl's servers,
applies filters to strip out sensitive data (like government IDs or financial info), and then stores facts

and insights—the actual Browser Memories—to personalize your ChatGPT experience.

The most critical finding is the control over this data. Model training is off by default, which is a
strong protective measure. However, because Atlas is an "agentic" browser that can act on your behalf
across different websites, it fundamentally has greater access to your digital life than a traditional
browser. This architectural shift introduces a High-level security and privacy risk that you must

actively manage by using the built-in controls.

2. Bulleted Concerns List

Here are the specific points from the policy and related documentation that address your concerns,
flagged by severity:
e Severity: High

o Concern: Structural Risk of Al Agentic Browsing (The Honeypot Effect)

o Related Policy Text/Context: The browser's core function is to be "agentic," meaning it
can autonomously navigate and take actions in your logged-in accounts. The Browser
Memories feature consolidates a comprehensive profile of your behavior in one place.

o Explanation: The structural design of an Al agent having trusted access across multiple
sites (even if safeguards are in place) fundamentally increases the risk of data theft if the
browser were ever compromised (a "honeypot"). This structural access is an inherent trade-
off for the convenience Atlas offers. You need to use the Page Visibility and Incognito

Mode controls vigilantly, especially on highly sensitive sites.



e Severity: Medium

o Concern: Manual Deletion Required for Permanent Memory Removal

o Quoted Policy Text/Reference: "Deleting your web browsing history will delete
associated memories." (From: Deleting Web Browsing History section)

o Explanation: While the full content of the pages you view is only held briefly (the raw web
content is deleted right after summarization, and the privacy-filtered summaries are deleted
within 7 days), the "Browser memories" (the facts and insights used for personalization) are
retained unless you actively go into settings and delete your web history. The onus is on
you to manually clear this personalized data.

e Severity: Low

o Concern: Data Use for Model Training

o Quoted Policy Text/Reference: “Include web browsing... This toggle is off by default.
Turning it on lets us use content you browse to make ChatGPT better for everyone.” (From:
Data controls section)

o Explanation: This is a strong point for Atlas. By default, your browsing data will not be
used to train OpenAl’s large language models. If you wish to allow this, you must explicitly
go into the settings and turn it On. This complies with the best practice of giving users

control over data usage.

3. Overall Recommendation

Since you are only considering using it and are located in Pennsylvania (where you are covered by
general U.S. consumer privacy standards), your decision depends on how much you value convenience
over active privacy management.
Recommendation: Proceed with Caution.
Atlas offers excellent privacy controls (like Incognito Mode and the ability to turn off training and
memories). However, because of the High risk associated with its agentic architecture, you must be a
vigilant user.
¢ If you choose to use it: Treat Browser Memories and Agent Mode as convenience features
that should be disabled by default. Only enable them for tasks you explicitly trust them with,
and make Incognito Mode your default for anything remotely sensitive (banking, medical
portals, work documents).
e If your priority is minimal risk: Stick with a traditional, non-Al browser until independent

security audits of Atlas's architecture are more common.

4. Closing



Please remember that this is a summary based on OpenAl's public documentation and my analysis.
You should always validate these findings yourself by checking the settings in the Atlas browser
itself to ensure the default settings (like "Include web browsing" being off) are what you expect.
Would you like assistance taking any of these recommended steps today? For example, | can walk you

through how to check and disable the "Browser Memories" setting in Atlas.
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